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Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting, City Hall, Hamilton – 2 February 2011 

  

Present:  Rt. Wor. Charles R Gosling, JP, Chairman 

   Alderman Glen C Smith, JP  

     Alderman John W Harvey, JP  

     Alderman Pamela G Ferreira, JP 

     Councillor Walter F Cross, JP 

     Councillor Pamela Quarterly 

     Councillor Nicholas Swan 

Councillor Dennis G Tucker, JP 

 

Staff:   The Secretary – Ed Benevides, JP 

   The Treasurer – Gary Edwards 

     City Engineer – Patrick Cooper  

     Human Resources Manager – Sakina Darrell  

     Events Project Manager – Danilee Trott 

     Ports Superintendant - Earl Francis 

     Communications Manager – Aderonke Bademosi 

     

  Apologies:  Councillor Marshall E Minors 

 

 

1. Review of Corporation minutes of 5 January 2011 

 The minutes were accepted as read. 

 Proposed: Councillor Tucker   Seconded: Alderman Harvey 

 Unanimous 

   

2. Matters Arising 

 

 Intranet Site – The Secretary said he had been asked to arrange for Members to access the 

intranet site from outside City Hall.  There are some technical challenges that we continue to 

work through and there may be some additional cost, although that is not something that is 

going to happen in the short term.  The Secretary said he will continue to update the 

Members as things move forward. 

 

 Mayor’s Christmas Reception – The Secretary confirmed that he has written letters of thanks 

to all those who organised the reception. 

 

 Christmas Lights in the City – Although it was not an action item, Alderman Ferreira asked the 

Secretary about his recent meeting with the Chamber of Commerce and their offer to raise 

money for additional Christmas lights for the City for 2011.  The Secretary said he did meet 

with the Chamber and they have agreed to form a committee to discuss the issues that were 

raised regarding Christmas lights and events.  The Secretary said he is going to ask whether 

people from outside the Chamber will be allowed to sit on the Committee ie: a technical 

officer or a Member from the Corporation.   
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 The Mayor said that if the Chamber is able to live up to their promise to donate money for 

additional lights, then we will need a decision from them relatively quickly.  The Secretary 

confirmed that the deadline is May.  Councillor Tucker asked whether they are going to come 

up with a plan for lighting for the City.  The Secretary said that what we have asked the 

Chamber to do is make good on the promise that came from their members that they would be 

able to assist us by providing additional funding for lights.  In addition to that, there have 

been comments raised by CoH Board as to whether we should combine a number of events at 

Christmas ie: the parade / lighting of the Christmas tree and also whether streets should be 

closed etc. The Chamber committee will give us feedback on their views on all of these issues. 

   

3. Review of Committee Minutes: 

 

a) Development Committee – 6 January 2011 

  A planning application has been received for 19 Laffan Street (Cablevision) to erect a 

new support structure to receive a 10” satellite dish.  There are no technical issues with 

this application. 

  RESOLUTION: That planning application for 19 Laffan Street (Cablevision) is 

approved. 

  Proposed: Alderman Ferreira   Seconded: Alderman Harvey 

  Unanimous 

 

 EEZ Presentation - Alderman Ferreira mentioned that some of the Members of the 

Corporation had a meeting with the North East Hamilton Development Committee last 

week who presented their proposed ideas for the future development of North East 

Hamilton.  The intention is for their Committee to make their presentation to the full 

Board in due course and The Secretary is in the process of arranging this.  The Mayor 

said the invitation to attend the presentation had in fact been extended to all Members 

but unfortunately not everyone had been able to attend.  What is being proposed could 

have a dramatic impact on North Hamilton and whether their proposals are positive or 

negative is something that we are going to have to decide when reviewing their proposal 

and compiling our formal written response.  The Mayor emphasised that it is important 

that all Members attend the presentation if possible. 

 

 Waterfront Project – Alderman Ferreira said that Malcolm Butterfield (KPMG) will be 

attending the Development Committee Meeting tomorrow to give his submission on 

possible financial assistance / possible private finance initiatives for the project. 

 

 New Works Yard – Alderman Ferreira confirmed that we will be moving into the new 

Works Yard this month. The City Engineer said that construction is moving along, 

although we have had a few pitfalls along the way, but the building is finally drawing to a 

close.   

 

 Development Committee Minutes – The Mayor said that the last action item on the 

Development Committee Minutes of 6th January which stated that Alderman Ferreira 

would contact The Premier regarding cruise ships, should really have been a 

recommendation to the Board instead of an action item.   
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 The discussion had covered a number of issues that perhaps the three Alderman and 

The Mayor should sit together and discuss to find a way to move forward. 

 

b) Infrastructure Committee – 10 January 2011 

   No recommendations. 

   

  North East Hamilton – Alderman Smith mentioned that a community day will be held in 

the area on 21st February driven primarily by the EEZ, KBB and Marsh who are donating 

staff to help with the clean up.  Alderman Smith said that he had mentioned at the 

Infrastructure meeting that perhaps the City could look to donate a truck to pick up 

the garbage / used items that are cleaned up by the group.  In addition to this, Ms Erica 

Smith had also been asked to speak with Government to arrange for the Tyne’s Bay 

disposal fee to be waived.  It is not known whether the waiver has been granted but 

Alderman Smith said he will follow up with Ms Smith at the next Committee meeting on 

Monday 7th February.  In the interim he asked for the support of the Board in his 

decision to donate the disposal truck. The Mayor said that in principle there should not 

be any issue with this and it should be up to Operations to decide what the schedule 

should be.  The City Engineer said that this is not something new to us and it is 

something we do on an annual basis with KBB and in the past we have donated trucks to 

remove refuge.  It was noted that the event on the 21st has been arranged to clear up a 

particular derelict property in North East Hamilton.   

 

  Christmas Lights – Alderman Smith said that the Infrastructure Committee will be 

forming a sub-Committee to review Christmas lights and this will be chaired by 

Councillor Minors and will hopefully include members from the Chamber of Commerce, 

EEZ and our own technical officers. 

 

  Harbour Nights – Alderman Harvey mentioned the imminent start of the tourist season 

and the fact that the Harbour Nights events need lots of attention in order to be 

successful. The Secretary said that the comments from the Board have been passed on 

to the Chamber so they are aware of our concerns and also aware of the budgetary 

support that we will be providing.  We are starting an initiative to ensure that our in-

kind services will be more efficiently and effectively provided. 

 

  Trenching – The Mayor said that he noted from the minutes that the Assistant City 

Engineer is working on a schedule for the continued trenching on Reid Street.  Comment 

had been raised at a previous Board meeting about the hours that trenching work is 

taking place, which appears to be 8am to 4pm on a weekday with nothing at all happening 

at weekends or during the evenings when the streets are under-utilised.  The Mayor 

asked whether the new schedule will take into consideration the opportunity to trench 

at night and at weekends in order to minimise disruption to visitors and locals alike.  The 

City Engineer said he will provide the trenching schedule to the Infrastructure 

Committee.  He went on to say that whenever someone applies to do trenching work a 

schedule is co-ordinated between the contractor and Corporation Engineering 

Department.   
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  Certain streets do dictate out-of-hours work and others can be done during the week.  

We work on a case-by-case basis and try as much as we can to be fair and equitable with 

it because if we force contractors to work out-of-hours it can increase their costs.  The 

Mayor said that if we are looking to properly utilise the Utilities Committee and looking 

at the efficiencies of getting more than one company doing trenching work at the same 

time then costs should be shared. So while the cost may be higher to undertake the 

work out-of-hours, the actual cost per company works out at a cheaper rate.  The Mayor 

asked that now that Reid Street appears to be the retail hub of the City, that the work 

is carried out quickly and efficiently.  The City Engineer said that the remainder of 

utilities that need to continue trenching on Reid Street are very few and the time to do 

the trenching will be minimal. 

 

c) Property Committee – 13 January 2011 

 No recommendations. 

 City Market – The Mayor asked when the City Market will be starting and the Events 

Project Manager confirmed it will be in November. 

 

d) Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee – 18 January 2011 

 No recommendations. 

 

 Training – Councillor Tucker said he wants to ensure that training continues to be at the 

top of the Corporation’s agenda.  The Management training and Literacy Programme 

continue to take place.  Hopefully some training will be held on-site at the new Works 

Depot and the Human Resources Director confirmed that a training area is being set 

aside in the new building.  Councillor Tucker also mentioned that the Corporation has put 

together a scholarship programme to entice a civil engineering student.  The programme 

will start this September and the successful applicant will receive $20,000 per year, 

over 4 years.  The advert has been posted in the Royal Gazette and the closing date for 

applications is 18th February. 

 

 Q&A Session at Board Meeting – The Governance Committee are still reviewing whether 

or not to hold a public Q&A session at Board Meetings.  The Secretary is putting 

together criteria and will be forwarding this to the Committee for their review. 

 

e) Finance Committee – 19 January 2011  

  No recommendations. 

 

  2011 Budget - There have been a number of meetings over the past month regarding our 

budget for 2011.  Although we are only in the first month of our new budget, there are 

concerns over our ability to generate revenue for the work we have budgeted for and 

the Finance Committee will continue to review our expenses and keep Members 

informed. 

 

  Land Tax Valuations – It has been brought to the attention of the Finance Committee 

that the Land Valuation Office has not been providing us with valuations for new 

buildings in the City and the information has not been provided for at least a year.   
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  The Mayor said that according to the Municipalities Act we can engage three Valuation 

Officers to provide us with valuations.  The Secretary has raised the issue with the 

Acting Finance Secretary and we are waiting for his response before deciding whether 

we should go ahead with the temporary solution.  The Secretary said that this is a 

cumbersome option and we need to ensure that it is beneficial for us to take this route.  

It may be worth us waiting a while longer because there have been some recent changes 

in the Land Valuation Office and staff that had been seconded to other departments 

have not returned.   

 

  2010 Audit – Councillor Tucker mentioned that the Finance Committee had met with the 

auditors and agreed the 2010 audit schedule and fee. 

 

4. Any Other Business 

 

 Parking Permits – Councillor Swan said a constituent had approached him regarding parking 

permits for tradesmen and said the Corporation does not appear to provide a permit for a 

contractor who is undertaking lengthy work in a building without a job number. The Secretary 

said that all renovation work requires a planning job number and what Councillor Swan is 

describing sounds like a cross between a tradesman’s permit and a commercial permit.  The 

City Engineer gave clarification and said it sounds as though the constituent in question needs 

to apply for a Service Vehicle permit.  We are trying to limit the number of parking permits 

available to companies unless they write to use and provide justification for more permits. 

 

 Vagrants – Alderman Smith said he had been accosted twice by the same individual in North 

Hamilton yesterday evening and he wonders what we are going to do about situations such as 

this.  Also, Alderman Smith said that a constituent has told him that he believes he is having 

difficulties renting his building because there are vagrants living in an adjacent vacant 

property on Church Street.  This is something which the Infrastructure Committee will 

review in full at their meeting next week.  The Mayor said that since the last time the Board 

met, we have met with the Deputy Premier who is the Minister also responsible for the 

Municipalities, and the City Rangers Programme was discussed.  The Minister has asked for 

the presentations that prior Ministers would have received along with other documentation so 

he can deem the appropriate action to take.  The meeting was very positive and our concerns 

did not fall on deaf ears.  The Minister gave us a very aggressive timeline to provide the 

information and The Mayor confirmed that some of the documentation has already been made 

available to him.   Alderman Harvey said this all seems very encouraging and he hopes that we 

are quick to respond to the Minister’s request.   

 

The public part of the meeting closed at 1.25pm. 

 

 

______________________________  _______________________________ 

Date        Mayor 

 

        _______________________________ 

        Secretary 


